CHAPTER   VI
HISTORICAL DIALECTICS
IN many writings of Marx and Engels as well as in those
of their followers, it is the question of " dialectical develop-
ment in history ".   Marx borrowed the term from the
philosophy of Hegel   To be sure, in the preface to the
second edition of his Capital he says that his dialectical
method " is the direct opposite to that of Hegel, as Hegel
considered reality to be but an appearance of the (idea',
whereas he considered the ideal to be but the material
transformed in man's brains ".   In his treatise on Fewr-
lack and German classical philosophy > published in
1888, Engels declared the difference between the two
to be the following: according to Hegel the " dialectical
development apparent in nature and in history is but
a copy, a plaster cast, so to speak, of the eternal self-
development of the idea ".   Now, he and Marx had
done away with this " ideological perversion " ;  they
considered ideas to be copies and images in man's brain
of real things, and not real things to be images of a certain
stage of development of the " absolute idea ", exactly
as the dialectical conception, according to them, is but
a conscious reflection of the " dialectical development
in reality ". Thus they thought they had turned Hegel's
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